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Setzer Still Reviving That Swing Thing

Trends. Nowhere are they more prevalent than in music. Disco, new wave, hair

metal, no matter what the fad, it’s a here today, gone tomorrow type of

musical world we live in. What’s hot right now most likely will be forgotten

about in a few months or so. The revolving door spins quicker today than it

ever did, as fans are constantly crying out for something new and vibrant,

lacking the patience or the attention span to warm up to what’s now. This is

why Brian Setzer may be a little worried.

Setzer’s new album called Vavoom is similar to his other recent releases.

It’s a retro swing, boogie style album chock full of bright horns and cool

cat piano, reminiscent of Gene Krupa or Benny Goodman. Really, Setzer does a

good job with a few of the songs on this album, reviving such classics as

Mack the Knife and Pennsylvania 6-5000. It’s not too long before the novelty

wears off, and overkill sets in. With Setzer’s horns-a-blazin’ style, one

can only handle small dosages, and too much is just plain aggravating. There

seems to be little differentiation between each tune and sure, it gets you

going, but after the same beat is driven to the same instrument for the

umpteenth time you end up wondering if your cd player has been on repeat for

the last hour.

A couple of years ago this sound was fresh, and the idea of bringing back

swing and jazz to incorporate it with modern rock was a great one. Fans

bought the albums, radio played the music, and advertisers cashed in on it,

using it for their products.Bands like The Cherry Poppin’ Daddies and The

Squirrel Nut Zippers came and went. They sold their quota, prospered from

this style, then slowly faded away. Even the Gap commercials have tossed out

their swing sound, now going with the Broadway musical theme, a la West Side

Story.

The trendiness of this type of music has overstayed it’s welcome. Like every

other sound that’s market driven, this one too has had it’s minute impact,

and now it must fall to the wayside so something else can captivate fans for

another few months. The sad thing is, is that Setzer really loves his work,

but there’s very few left to follow his style. The fans that bought his

first album and maybe his second, have suddenly taken up a new interest in

jazz and swing, therefore buying the music of the founders, the real jazz

and swing musicians like Goodman and Dorsey, and enjoying this more.

Musicians like Setzer have introduced jump swing and blues to audiences that

have never really appreciated this style before, but have then opted to

listen to the originators. Although Setzer’s record sales may suffer, he has

really done a good thing by introducing young fans to a style they may never

have given a chance to.

More than likely, after the sales of this album dwindle, we’ll find Brian

Setzer either making a hits album or re-joining his old band, The Stray

Cats, to try and bring back that rockabily sound he had success with in the

early eighties. As far as this swing thing is concerned, this may be the

last hurrah, as it slowly fades out of sight on the musical horizon.

